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Intraductal Papillomatosis Contribution to Breast Cancer Risks
Intraductal papillomatosis are benign lumps found in the milk ducts of the breast. These
small lumps are not cancerous but do require treatment. The treatment does involve
surgery, but generally it is straightforward. Below you will find a comprehensive
overview of intraductal papillomatosis, the risk of developing breast cancer after
suffering intraductal papillomatosis and the treatment for this disease.

What is an Intraductal Papillomatosis?

Intraductal Papillomatosis are lumps that are similar to warts which are located in the
milk ducts near the nipple. These lumps are non-cancerous and are most likely to occur
in women between the ages of 33 and 55 years of age. Studies show that between 2
and 3% of women will suffer from intraductal papillomatosis at some point in their lives.
Intraductal papillomatosis can sometimes occur in both breasts at the same time.

Are You at an Increased Risk of Developing Breast Cancer if You Have Intraductal
Papillomatosis?

Generally intraductal papillomas are benign. They normally also do not increase the risk
of developing breast cancer. If, however, the papilloma has atypical cells, these are
cells that are abnormal, then the risk of developing breast cancer does slightly rise.
There is also a slight higher risk of developing breast cancer if there are more than one
papilloma.

What are the Symptoms of Intraductal Papillomatosis?

The main symptom of intraductal papillomatosis is a small lump which can be felt near
the nipple. The lump cannot always be felt, and in many cases it is not known that the
patient is suffering from intraductal papillomatosis unless they are undergoing
non-related breast surgery. There may also be a discharge from the nipple. This
discharge is normally clear, although it can also be stained with blood. In some cases of
intraductal papillomatosis, the breast may feel large and tender. A health provider will
refer you for a mammaogram or ultrasound if they have any concerns. Any discharge
from the nipple will be sent for tests.

How is Papillomatosis Treated?
Intraductal papillomatosis is treated by removing the affected milk ducts. This is done
using a general anaesthetic. It will require you to stay in hospital for at least one night.



The operation only leaves a small scar. Follow-up appointments may be necessary, but
most of the time there will be no need for further treatment.

Although it may be a worrying time there is no indication that after suffering from
intraductal papillomatosis, breast cancer will follow. In some cases, atypical cells may
be present. These abnormal cells are not a definite sign that you will develop breast
cancer. However, they do indicate that you may have a slightly higher chance of
developing breast cancer in the future.

http://breastcancer.answers.com/diagnosis-and-tests/intraductal-papillomatosis-contribution-to-breast-canc
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